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Hujan monsun dijangka
bermu|a Rabu atau Khamis

rologi - mengeluarkan  Amaran

Angin Kencang dan Laut gcrgelo—
1a (Kategori Kedua) iaitu Angin
Kencang Timur Laut dengan kela-

mau50hmggasnkﬂometetse1am j

‘di beberapa negeri meliputi Pa-

hang, Johor, Sabah, Sarawak dan

Wilayah Persekutuan Labuan.
“Ombak juga dijangka menca-

pax ketinggian sehingga 4.5 meter
di perairan Pahang, Johor Timur,
Sarawak, Sabah (Pedalaman, Pan-
tai Barat dan Kudat) dan Wilayah
Persekutuan Labuan yang dija-
- berterusan se-

a esok,” katanya
d ‘satu kenyataan
di sini hari ini.

Menurut Ewon,
nasihat Hujan Lebat
Peringkat Kuning ke-
pada Amaran Hujan
Lebat (Peringkat Jing-

ga) vang dikeluarkan
oleh Jabatan Meteo-
rologi pada 24 Disem-
ber lalu untuk negeri
miakanpuhlﬂhanml.

Sementara itu, beliau berka-
ta, pihak kementerian ‘melalui
Jabatan Meteorologi sentiasa me-
mantau keadaan cuaca di selu-
ruh negara dan akan memberi

perkembangan terkini kepada
plhak berkenaan demi kepenti-
ngan orang ramai.

Menurutnya, orang ramai juga

'boleh mendapatkan maklumat

engan menghubungi Talian Hot-
lme 1-300-22-1638 atau melawati
laman web www.met.gov.my atau
www. facebook.com/malaysiamet
atau twitter.com/malaysiamet.
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Veggies up, poultry down

Flood crisis and prolonged ralny season wreak havoc on prices

PETALING JAYA: The East Coast
flood crisis has sent vegetable pric-
es soaring, while chicken farmers
are scrambling to prevent a glut as
delivery to affected states has been
cut off.

The prices of fish and seafood
are also rising as fishermen are
unabhle to go out to sea due to unfa-
vourable weather and choppy
seas.

Federation of Malaysian
Vegetables Wholesalers Asso-
ciation treasurer Chong Tek Keong
said the prices of vegetables have
risen by between 40% and 50%.

He said the prolonged rainy sea-
son had caused a drop in local
supply by between 30% and 40%.

Denying that the profits of
wholesalers’ had increased
because of the higher demand, he
said it was farmers who were
charging more for their produce.

“Supply was already low
because of the recent crackdown
on illegal immigrants in Cameron
Highlands and mud floods there
and the East Coast floods have
pushed prices even higher.

“Wholesalers only resumed
their delivery to certain areas in
Kelantan and Pahang on Monday,”
- he said.

Costlier: Prices of vegetables have risen by between 40% and 50%

Chong said prices of locally
grown vegetable were only expect-
ed to drop after the Chinese New
Year next month.

Cameron Highlands Vegetable
Growers Association secretary
Chay Ee Mong said the rainy
weather and floods affected the
produce of vegetables throughout
the country and not only in the

i ds.

“The weather is too wet for any
harvest progress.

“Hopefully, the weather will
return to normal soon so that leafy
vegetables can be harvested in
time to meet the higher demand

Chinese New Year,” he said.
Meteorological:

during
According to the

Départment, the weather was
gradually improving in Kelantan,
Terengganu and Pahang but heavy
rains were likely to continue in
Johor, Sabah and Sarawak.

Chicken farmers said they were
being forced to sell poultry below
the controlled price of RM4.60 per
kilo due to a drastic drop in
demand.

Federation of Livestock Farmers
Association of Malaysia secretary
general Jeffrey Ng said about 3,000
poultry farms nationwide were

ing to clear their “excessive
stock” of birds.

“Restaurants and eateries are
essential markets for our mem-
bers and since the floods, many

kitchens cannot operate and the
demand for poultry is very low.”
he said.

Selangor and Federal Territory
Chicken and Duck Traders
Association vice-president Yap
Chau Hen said some traders were
selling birds for as low as RM3.50
per kilo.

National Fisherman’s Asso-
ciation general manager Nori
zamant® Ghazali said fish prices
were usually higher in January
because there is less fish in the sea.

“This is a seasonal trend,” he
said.

Fisheries Development Autho-
rity of Malaysia (LKIM) direc-
tor-general Abdul Rahman Ellis
said with fishermen landing up to
15% less in catches, prices have
risen by between 5% and 10%.

Citing an example, he said ikan
cencaru (torpedo scad) now cost
between RM1 and RM2 more at
the farmer’s market.

“Many fishermen in the East
Coast are flood victims so they
cannot go out to sea,” he said.

Abdul Rahman said LKIM was
prepared for the drop in supply
and had implemented a freeze on
the export of common fishes like
the cencary, selar (yellowtail scad),
kembong (short mackerel), pelaling
(Indian mackerel) and selayang
(round scad) since middle of
November.
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But monsoon surge
expected this week,
says Met Dept

victims at re! ief centres has

with only 9.877 people

seeking shelter in four districts as

at 4pm vyesterday, compared with
26,029 people on Friday.

Kuala Krai had the highest num-

ber of evacuees, with 3,636 people,

followed by Machang (2,419), Gua
Musang (2,154) and Tanah Merah
(1,668). The relief centres in Kota

Baru and Tumpat have been -

closed, in addition to those in Pasir
Mas, Jeli, Pasir Putih and Bachok,
which had been shut down ear-
lier.

In Terengganu, good weather al-
lowed more evacuees in Kuala
Terengganu to return home yes-
terday. As at 4pm, only 44 evacuees
in Dungun were seeking shelter at
the SK Durian

flowing down-
stream along the.
river towards the estuary, the au-
thorities have advised evacuees to
not return o their homes until it
was safe to do so.

Residents in Pekan, which is lo-
cated ar the river's estuary, are
remaining cautious of any pmsl
hﬂhy including worsening floods.

Certain parts of the town have been
under ankle-deep floodwaters
since . It is understood
that the water level could rise dur-
ing high tide at night.

A Fire and Rescue Department
spokesman said although it had

Siblings Siti Zulaika (rtgm) and wmm Zainuddin carrying flood relief supplies in Kampung Telok Renjuna, xdaman

stopped raining since Thursday,
the high water level at Sungai Pa-
hang kept everyone on alert.

“The situation in Temerloh has
improved, but now, the water is
flowing downstream, which could
result in an increase in the number
of evacuees in Pekan.”

As at 7pm yesterday, 11,140 evac-
uees were seeking shelter at 36
relief centres in Pekan. The num-
ber of evacuees in the state yes-
terday was 39,158 people from 9,912
families, com-
pared with
43,624 people on

Tenier!oh re-

18,087 evacuees,
followed by
Pekan, Jerantut
(3,452). Bera
(3,114), Maran
{2,149), Kuantan
{L,074) and Lipis
(142). Two relief
centres in Rompin closed at 8am
yesterday after the last 38 victims
returned home.

The Pekan-Kuantan dual-car-
riageway remains closed to all traf-
fic after part of the stretch near
Kampung Ubai caved in on Friday.
A 500m streich at Kmi26 of the
East Coast Expressway, which was
inundated since last Saturday, was
opened to all vehicles at midnight
yesterday.

In Perak, 6,653 victims are seek-
ing shelter at 42 relief centres in
Hulu Perak, Kuala Kangsar, Perak

Tengah, Manjung and Hilir Perak.

in Jeker, the number of flood
victims in Johor Baru dropped to
86 people yesterday, from 116 peo-
ple. As at 4pm, Segamat had the
most number of evacuees, with 58
victims from 13 families sheltering
at the four relief centres still in
operation, namely SK Kampung
Spang Loi, Balairaya Kampung
Batu Badak, Balairaya Kampung
Tandung and Balairaya Kampung
Sanglang.

Batu Pahat, which had earlier

28 flood victims from

five families at the SK Kota Dalam

relief centre, saw the closure of the
centre yesterday.

A state NSC spokesman said no
other reliefl centre was opened, as
the weather was

“All roads in the state are ac-
cessible to motorists.”

In Sabah, more than 400 people
from three villages in Kudat were
evacuated after being hit by waist-

yesterday.

The villages are Kampung Ko-
rina, Kampung Naradang Darat
and Kampung Andap Jawa. The
victims are seeking shelter at the
SK Sikuari relief centre.

The situation continues to im-
prove in Kota Belud, Kota Marudu,
Sipitang and Tawau.

In Lahad Datu. three families
were advised to leave their homes,
following a landslide near Jalan
Balai Polis Lama. District Fire and
Rescue Department chief Mohd
Apandi Mahmood said it received a
distress call at 12.01pm and dis-
patched seven personnel.



